NLA's Annual Conference is a really good fit for me. It was my third conference, in Elko 2009, where I realized it felt more like a reunion than a conference: it felt like coming home. Seeing all these familiar faces pulled in from all corners of the state made me smile, while the people I talked to and skills I learned made me feel proud to be a Nevada librarian.
Although I am originally from back east, Nevada has been my home for over ten years. I love that this state is a complete spectrum of the West with endless open spaces, shimmering cities, and nice neighborhoods; with desert, lake and mountains; with country music and good ol' boys coexisting with dubstep and Burning Man hedonists.
That's what makes NLA Annual so special: the diverse and unique librarians from around the state coming back to the ranch to share stories and get our education on.
I can't wait to see what's going on at your library, to learn about the programs and resources that worked for you, and to hear about the challenges you have overcome.
Maureen Sullivan will motivate the pants off you, Jamie LaRue will inspire you, and our other experienced and innovative speakers will recharge your batteries. Get excited about special events and to speak with vendors about new products and services. Connect with some of the 100+ librarians from across the globe attending KohaCon'13 right next door.
For those who attend there is some measure of responsibility to your colleagues and members who can't make it. Take that spark of an idea from NLA'13 home with you, let it glow and grow in your head on the flight or drive home. Soon you will light up with that aha moment when you realize how that idea could improve service at your library and make yet another difference in enriching people's lives.
It's up to us to take those ideas from NLA '13 and light the way.
John Crockett 
Special Events President's Reception at the Downtown Reno Library
Thursday October 17, 6:30 -9 pm
Everyone is welcome to attend this event; NLA and KOHA conference attendees, vendors and significant others. Tickets are $25 and may be purchased through online conference registration.
Highlights:
• tour the historic Downtown Reno Library, the "park in a library," after hours 
Conference of Intermountain Archivists Luncheon
Friday, October 18, noon -1:30 pm KohaCon'13 Field Trip: Lake Tahoe Guided Tour and Paddlewheel Boat Tour
Saturday, October 19
Join the KohaCon13 folks for a guided bus and boat tour of Lake Tahoe. KohaCon13 provides the passenger coach transportation with guide up to Lake Tahoe's east shore with a destination of South Lake Tahoe. From here go for an excursion on the Tahoe Queen a traditional paddlewheel sightseeing boat that leaves from South Lake Tahoe for 2 ½ hour cruises. The boat has three decks, indoor and outdoor seating, two bars, and food service. It's a wonderful way to relax and take in the stunning views. South Lake Tahoe also offers shopping, restaurants, and other activities. The coach transportation is courtesy of KohaCon13, the paddlewheel boat tour is $50. You can register in person at the conference registration desk on the mornings of 10/17 and 10/18. This is an amazing experience and quite a deal at $50 for an all-day guided bus and boat tour. And you get to hang out with some of the coolest people in the world: librarians! The Community Foundation Partnership Grant is a matching grant. We need to raise $15,000 and the foundation will match our library grant with $15,000. The total amount of $30,000 will fund a part time qualified library staff person, outreach, supplies, and library fees associated with electronic/audio books and interlibrary loan systems. Please call Pamela at Community Chest, Inc to learn more about the grant. This grant gives us the chance as a community to pull together for a precious resource: books, electronic books, information at your fingertips, and a positive place to go. Our children's imaginations come alive through books. We have until December 31 to raise $15,000. Please donate whatever you can -small or large. 
Washoe Hours Increase

LVCCLD Names Deputy Director
Thomas Fay will oversee the Library District's public services functions, including 13 urban branches, an outreach homework center, 11 outlying library branches, the virtual library, collection and bibliographic services, community outreach, adult and youth services, contract services with the city and county detention facilities and the Computer Assisted Literacy in Libraries program.
LVCCLD Hours Increase
As of Tuesday, September 3, 2013, the Las Vegas-Clark County urban branches are open an extra evening hour Monday through Thursday, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday, Saturday and Sunday hours will remain the same, at 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
ALA Leadership Institute
Nikki Winslow, Branch Manager of the LVCCLD's Spring Valley Library was one of 40 librarians selected from a highly competitive national pool to participate in Leading to the Future, a new four-day immersive leadership development program for future library leaders offered in August by the American Library Association (ALA).
Led by leadership experts Maureen Sullivan (2012-2013 ALA President) and Kathryn Deiss (Content Strategist for the Association of College and Research Libraries), the institute took place in August and was designed to help participants develop and practice their leadership skills so they can better help the libraries and the communities they serve thrive in a future that promises continued turbulence and uncertainty.
Nikki was selected based on a number of criteria including the type of library, professional responsibility, geography, gender and race/ethnicity, as well as demonstrated leadership potential, readiness for increased responsibility, professional achievement and community involvement. 
